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IV. — The Development of the Ablaut in Germanic. 

By BENJAMIN W. WELLS, Ph. D., 
friends' school, providence, R. I. 

In this paper I propose to speak of the strong verbs in 
Gothic, High German, English, Saxon, and Norse, with occa- 
sional reference to the Frisian. I shall first give a complete 
list of the strong verbs in each dialect, then examine the 
relations of the dialects to one another in the distribution 
of the verbs with Ablaut, and finally I shall examine the 
question how far these verbs are old, and how far they may 
be shown to be peculiar to the individual dialects. I shall 
try also to show the causes and general lines of the new 
developments in the Ablaut. The phonetic development of 
the Ablaut vowels I shall not touch upon here. 

Section I. 

Lists of strong verbs have already been published. The first was 
by Grimm, in his Grammar. This was extended and improved by 
Amelung in his Bildung der Tempusstamme, 187 1 ; but further in- 
vestigation and study has shown even this later list to be so faulty 
that it seems necessary, in order to win a firm foundation for our 
work, to present the facts once more in the light which the last 
twelve years have shed upon them, before proceeding to examine their 
meaning. 

The table of strong verbs which follows contains all the strong 
verbs which occur in Gothic and Old Norse (the East Germanic dia- 
lects), and in Old English, Old (and Middle) High German, and Old 
Saxon (the West Germanic dialects). These are arranged, according 
to the classification used in my paper on the English Ablaut in the 
Transactions for 1882, in parallel columns, and alphabetized accord- 
ing to Old Germanic " Stems " constructed to represent the simplest 
form of the root-vowel with the consonants that would have accom- 
panied it in Old Germanic had the verb been present there. A 
uniform alphabet is thus attained for all the dialects, and the blank 
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spaces left by the absence of a verb in any dialect are filled by related 
forms in Italics, where such occur. The table includes the reduplicating 
verbs of Class V., and the preterito-presents. Where only participles 
occur, they are given in parentheses. Notes have been added, at the 
close of the list, to such verbs as seemed to demand any particular 
remark. 

The abbreviations are as follows : og. stands for Old Germanic ; 
wc, for West Germanic; G., for Gothic ; on., for Old Norse; ohg., 
for Old High German ; os., for Old Saxon ; oe., for Old English ; 
me., for Middle English ; ne., for New English. 

A mark of interrogation (?) before a word implies a doubt whether 
it should be placed where it is. The same mark after a verb implies 
that it is found only in the present tense. The sign + means that 
both strong and weak forms occur. W. stands for "weak," and 
S. for " strong " ; A. for adjective, N. for noun. 

La. 



Stem. 


G. 


ON. 


OE„ 


OHG. 


OS. 


at 


itan 


eta 


etan 


ezzan 


etan 


bad 


bidj an 


bidja 


biddan 


bittan 


biddan 


braki 


brikan 


breka W. 


brecan 


brechan 


brekan 


drap 




drepa 


drepan 


trefan 




5 dav 


divan 


deyja IV. 


detiS N. 


tcnujan w. 


dojan w. 


fah 


fakers N. 


(feginn) 


feon 


fehan 




fat 


fitan 


feta 


? f etan 


fezan 




frat 




freta 








fnah 








fnehan 




10 frag 






fricgan 






fragn 2 


fraihnan 


fregna 


frignan 




fregnan 


gab 


giban 


gefa 


giefan 


geban 


geban 


gat 


gitan 


geta 


gietan 


gezzan 


getan 


hlaf 


hlifan 










15 jah 








jehan 


gehan 


jas 








jesan 




jad 








jetan 




knag 




lata pret.-p. 


cnctwan v. 


cndan w. 


bi-knegai 


knad 




kndSa W. 


cnedan 


cnetan 




20 kva}> 


qtyan 


kveda 


cwedan 


quedan 


quethan 


lag 


ligan 


1'ggja 


licgan 


liggan 


liggjan 


lak 




leka 


leccan w. 


(lechen) 




las 


lisan 


lesa 


lesan 


lesan 


lesan 


mag 


mag pret.-p. 


mi 


maeg 


mac 


mag 


25 man 


man pret.-p. 


man 


man 


man N. 


man 


mat 


mi tan 


meta 


metan 


mezzan 




nah 


nah pret.-p. 


g-nbgr A. 


ne"ah 


nah 


gi-nog A. 
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Stem. 


G. 


ON. 


OE. 


OHG. 


OS. 


nas 


nisan 


nest N. 


nesan 


nesan 


nesan 


nap 


nipan 


ndS N. 


neSan w. 


ga-ndda N. 


ndtha N. 


30 plag 






pleon 


pflegan 


plegan 


rag 








regen mhg. 




rak 


rikan 


reka? 


recan 


rechen mhg. 




sahv 


saihvan 


sja 


seon 


sehan 


sehan 


sat 


sitan 


sitja 


sittan 


sizzan 


sittan 


35 skah 




skaga W. 


sceon w. 


scehan 




skrak 








schrecken MHG. 




skrap 




skrafa W. 


screpan 


scarbon W. 




slak 




(slokinn) 


sleac A. 


slack MHG. A. 




sprak 




sprek N. 


sprecan 


sprehhan 


sprekan 


40 snav 


snivan 


sniia V. 


sneowan III. 






stak 


stik N. 


stikill N. 


sticel N. 


stehhan 


stekan 


strap 




streda 


stregdan Ic. 


stredan 




svab 




sofa 


swefan 


swebjan w. 


swebjan w. 


svap 17 




swfSa 11. 


swafcre N. 


swedan 




45 svak 






J7«^ N. 


swehhan 


swek N. 


trad 


trudan 


troda 


tredan 


tretan 


trada N. 


trag 


trigo N. 


trega 


tregjan W. 


tragi A. 


tregan 


trak 








trehhan 




fag 




Hggja 


Hcgan 


dikkan w. 


tkiggean W. 


50 vab 




vefa 


wefan 


weban 


webbi N. 


vad 


vidan 


va<5r N. 


wad N. 


we tan 


wddN. 


vag 


vigan 


vega 


wegan 


wegan 


weg N. 


vas 


visan 


vesa 


wesan 


wesan 


wesan 


vrak 


vrikan 


reka 


wrecan 


rehhan 


wrekan 



Lb. 



55 bar 


bairan 


bera 


beran 


beran 


beran 


bram 




brim N. 


£r«'»z N. 


breman 


bremmja N. 


dval 


dvals A. 


dvol N. 


dwelen 


twelan 


dwelan 


hal 


halja N. 


ieis. 


helan 


helan 


helan 


kval 




kvelja w. 


cwelan 


quelan 


quelan 


60 kvam 


qiman 


koma 


cuman 


kuman 


kuman 


nam 


niman 


nema 


niman 


neman 


niman 


skal 


skal pret.-p. 


skal 


sceal 


skal 


skal 


skar 




skera 


sceran 


sceran 


skard A. 


stal 


stilan 


stela 


stelan 


stelan 


stelan 


65 swar 








sweran 




tam 


timan 


tamr A. 


tam A. 


zeman 




tar 


tairan 




teran 


zeran 


terjan W. 


tram 








tremen mhg. 




pvar 3 


\vairhs A. 


Tpverra Ic 


pweran 


dweran 




70 val 


vulan? 


zv//» Ic. 


wiallan V. 


wallan V. 


wallan v. 
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I.e. 



Stem. 



ON. 



OE. 



OHG. 



OS. 



ann 


ansts N. 


ann fret. -p. 


an 


an 




balg 


balgs N. 


(bolginn) 


belgan 


belgan 


belgan 


ball* 




bella 


bellan 


bellan 


bit N. 


band 


bindan 


binda 


bindan 


bintan 


bindan 


75 targ 


bairgan 


bjarga 


Morgan 


bergan 


bergan 


bark 




berkja W. 


be or can 






blaggv 


bliggvan 




blowe me. i; 


t. bliuivan III. 




braggv 




(brugginn) 


breowan in 


. briuwan III. 




bragd 




bregda 


bregdan 


brettan 


bregdan 


80 bramm 




brim N. 


brim N. 


brimmen mhg 


. bremmja N 


brang 5 


briggan 




bringan 


bringan 


bringan 


brann 


brinnan 


brenna 


beornan 


brinnan 


brinnan 


brast 




bresta 


brestan 


brestan 


brestan 


dalb 


draban IV. 




delfan 


telban 


delban 


85 darb 




djarfa W. 


deorfan 


derben mhg. 


derven 


dars 


dars pret.-p. 


? darr N. 


dear 


tar 


dar 


dant 




detta 


dynt N. 






drank 


drigkan 


drekka 


drincan 


trinkan 


drinkan 


faht 






feohtan 


fehtan 




go falh 


filhan 


fela lb. 


felhan 


felhan 


felhan 


fand 


finfan 


finna 


findan 


fintan 


findan 


flaht 


flahta N. 




fleax N. 


flehtan 




gall 


goljan W. 


gella 


giellan 


gellan 




gald 


gildan 


gjalda 


gieldan 


geltan 


geldan 


95 galp 




gjalpa w. 


gielpan 


gelfan 




gann 


ginnan 




ginnan 


ginnan 


ginnan 


gard 


gairdan 










garr 






georran 


gurren Vf. MHG 




glamm 








glimmen mhg. 




100 gnest 




gnesta 


gnwstan w. 






gnall 




gnella 








grann 








grinnen mhg. 




grand 


grundus N. 


grannr N. 


grindan 


grinden mg. 


grund N. 


gramm 


grammjan W 


. gramr A. 


grimman 


grimmen mhg. 


gram A. 


105 hall 








hellan 




halp 


hilpan 


hjalpa 


helpan 


helfan 


helpan 


hank 




hinka W. 




hinkan 




hand 


hinfan 




hiitS N. 


hunda N. 




hlamm 


hlamm N. 


hlam N. 


hlimman 


limman 




no hnaggv 




hnoggva 


hneaw A. 


ge-nau A. 




hramp 






hrimpan 


rimpfan 




hrand 




hrinda 


hrindan 






hrankv 




hrokkva 








hrasp 








hrespan 




115 hvarr 






hwe'orran 






hvarb 


hvairban 


hverfa 


hweorfan 


hwerban 


hwerban 
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Stem. 


G. 


ON. 


OE. 


OHG. 


OS. 


kann 


kann pret.-p. 


kann 


cinnan 
cann pret.-p. 


kan 


kan 


karb 






c^orfan 


kerven mg. 




karr 








cherran 




120 klamb 




klifa II. 


climban 


chlimban 




klamp 








klimpfen MHG. 




klang 8 






clingan 


chlingan 




klankv 




klokkva 


dokken w.ME. 




knall 








cnellen MHG. 




125 krang 






cringan 






kramm 




krenija w. 


crimman 


chrimman 




kramp 




(kroppinn) 


krampe N. ME. crimpfan 




kvall 








quellan 




kvank 






cwincan 






130 lang 


leihts A. 


lettr A. 


langre A. 


lingan 




lann 


linnan 


linna w. 


linnan 


linnan 




lamp 






limpan 


limpfan 




lask 








leskan 


leskjan w. 


malk 


miluks N. 


mjolk N. 


melcan 


melcan 




135 marn 


maurnan W. 


. morna w. 


murnan 


mornen W. 


mornen w. 


nanp 


nanlpjan W. 


nentia W. 


nTSan W. 


nindan 


nSftian W. 


rann 


rinnan 


renna 


rinnan 


rinnan 


rinnan 


salk 






selcan 


selken mg. 




sangv 


siggvan 


Syngva 


singan 


singan 


singan 


140 sankv 


sigqan 


sokkva 


sincan 


sincan 


sinkan 


sanp 


sandjan w. 


senda w. 


sinnan 


sinnan 


SlS N. 


sard 




serda 


serdan 


serten mg. 




skald 








skeltan 




skalf 




skjalfa 


scelfan w. 






145 skall 


skillings N. 


skella 


stilling N. 


skellan 


skilling N. 


skanj» 




skinn N. 


scinn N. 


schinden MHG. 




skarr 




skera lb. 


sceran lb. 


skerran 




skranf 




skreppa 




schrimpfen MHG. 


skrand 


skreitan II. 






skrintan 




150 skrank 






scrincan 


schrinken MHG. 




Bland 


slindan 




slitan II. 


slintan 




slang 




slyngja 


slingan 


slingan 




slank 




slinka Swed. slincan 


slihhan II. 




slamp 




sleppa 


shpan II. 


slimm A. 




155 small 




smella 








smalt 7 




melta W. 


meltan 


smelzan 


meltjan \v. 


smart 






smerten ME. 


smerzan 




snark 








snerhan 




snarp 




snara w. 




snerfan 




160 snart 




snerta 








spann 


spinnan 


spinna 


spinnan 


spinnan 




spam 




sperna 


spurnan 


spurnan 


spurnan 


sprang 




springa 


springan 


springan 


springan 



62 



B. W. Wells, 



[1883. 



Stem. 


G. 


ON. 


OE. 


OHG. 


OS. 


sprant 




spretta 


(sproten III.) 


sprinzan 




165 stang 


stiggan 


stinga 


stingan 


stanga N. 




stankv 


stigqan 


stokkva 


stincan 


stinkan 




starb 




star/ 'n. 


steorfan 


sterban 


sterban 


start 








sterzen mhg. 




stragd 




stre^a la. 


stregdan 


stredan Ic. 




170 svalg 




svelgja 


swelgan 


swelgan 




svall 




svella 


swellan 


swellan 


swellan 


svalt 


sviltan 


svelta 


sweltan 


swelzan 


sweltan 


svamm 


svumsl N. 


svimma 


swimman 


swimman 




svand 




svinnr A. 


swindan 


swintan 




175 svangv 


svaggvjan W. svangr A. 


swingan 


swingan 


swingan 


svank 




svikja II. 


swincan 


swikhan II. 


swican II. 


svarb 


svairban 


sverfa 


sweorfan 


swerban 


swerban 


svark 




svarkr N. 


sweorcan 


gi-swerc 


swerkan 


taggv 




tyggva 








180 tald 




tiald N. 


teldan 


zelt N. 




tang 




tengja w. 


tingan 


Zifflg/ A. 


tengi A. 


tramp 


trimpan 










trann 








trinnen mhg. 




balls 






f ixl N. 


dehsen mhg. 




185 J>amp 




dampi N. 


dampen W. MI 


:. dimpfen mhg. 




band 






findan 






bang 


\eihan 11. 


\ungr A. 


pingan 


fdSha N. 




bans 


J>insan 


pistill N. 


\ istel N. 


dinsan 




barb 


J>arf fret. -p. 


farf 


pearf 


darf 


pari 


190 bars 


fairsan 


\>erra w. 


Tpyr A. 


derran w. 




brand 






frindan 


drinden mg. 




brangv 


\reihan II. 


fryngva 


Jringan 


dringan 


fringan 


brask 


friskan 


\riskja W. 


Jrescan 


drescan 




bvarr 


yvairfts A. 


Jiverra 


Tpveran lb. 


dweran lb. 




195 bvang 




yvlnga W. 


\vang N. 


dwingan 


Jnvingan 


vail 


vulan lb. 


vella 


wiallan v. 


wellan 


wallan v. 


valt 


valtjan W. 


velta 


vilaltan V 


■watzan V. 




valv 


vilvan 


v'dlva N. 








vand 


vindan 


vinda 


windan 


wintan 


windan 


200 vank 






wincjan W. 


winkan 


wankol A. 


vann 


vinnan 


vinna 


winnan 


winnan 


winnan 


varp 


vairpan 


verpa 


weorpan 


werfan 


werpan 


vars 


vairs A. 


vorr A. 


IfiW'.r A. 


werren 


werren 


varp 


vairpan 


verda 


we"ordan 


werdan 


werdan 


205 vrang 


vrungo N. 


vringa 


wringan 


ringan 





II. 



bid 


beidan 


blda + 


bidan 


bitan 


bidan 


bit 


beitan 


blta 


bitan 


bizan 


bitan 
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Stem. 


G. 


ON. 


OE. 


OHG. 


OS. 


blik 




bllkja + 


blican 


bllchen 


bllkan 


bris 








(brisen mhg.) 




210 brip 








(briten mhg.) 




dig 


deigan 


deigr N. 


dags. 


teig N. 




dik 








tichen MHG. 




drib 


dreiban 


drifa 


drifan 


trlban 


driban 


drit 




drita 


drltan ? 


drissen MG. 




215 dvin 




dvina W. 


dwlnan 






fis 




fisa 




fist N. MHG. 




flit 




flit N. Swed. 


flltan 


vlizan 




gin 




gina + 


gin an 


ginen W. 




glid" 




gldSr A. 


glldan 


gliten MHG. 


glldan 


220 glip 








(gliffen mhg.) 




glit 


glitmunjan w. 


- glita W. 


glitjan w. 


glizan 


glltan 


gnid 






gnldan 


gnltan 


gnldan 


gli 








gllen mhg. 




grin 




grlma N. 


grinnian W, 


, grinan 




225 grip 


greipan 


gripa 


grlpan 


grifan 


grlpan 


gris 






grlsan 






hlib 


hleibjan w. 


hllfa w. 




ITpan 




hlid 




hltS N. 


hlldan 


lit N. 


hlldan 


hnigv 


hneivan 


hnlga 


hnlgan 


nigen MHG. 


hnlgan 


230 hnip 




(hnipinn) 


hnipian w. 






hnit 




hnita 


hnltan 


niz N. MHG. 




hrin 9 




hrina 


hrinan 


hrinan 


hrinan 


hrib 




hrlfa 


riven ME. 


riban 




hvin 




hvlna 


hwlnan ? 






235 ih ie 


aih pret.-p. 


a 


ah 


eih 


eh 


ki" 


kijan 


fotSx. 


cinan II. 


chinan II. 


kinan 11. 


kid 3 " 






cidan ? 






knid 23 






cnldan ? 






kin" 


keinan W. 


kind N. 


cinan 


chlnan 


klnan 


240 klib 




kllfa 


clifan 


chllban 


kllban 


klip 




klipa + 


clyppan W. 






krig 








krlgen MG. 




kvin 


qainon W. 


kveina w. 


cwinan 


weinon w. 




kvif 




kvida + 


cwttSan w. 






245 lib 


leiban 


Ufa w. 


llfan 


llban 


llban 


lihv 


leihvan 


Ija w. 


leon 


Hhan 


Hhan 


lik 


leikan w. 


iiia w. 


licjan w. 


(lichen MHG.) 


likon w. 


lim 




lim N. 


lim N. 


limen mhg. 




1* 


leipan 


llda + 


lidan 


lidan 


lidan 


250 lis 


leisan 


Icira W. 


ISran w. 


lirran w. 


lerjan w. 


mig 




rhiga 


mlgan 


mlgen nng. 




mif 


maidjan W. 


mev&a w. 


mldan 


mldan 


mldan 


nip 


nety N. 


«f?5 N. 


ni8 N. 


nlden mhg. 


nilS N. 


nip 


ga-nipnan w. 




nipan 






255 rid 


raids A. 


rlda 


rldan 


rltan 
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Stem. 


G. 


ON. 


OE. 


OHG. 


OS. 


rik 








rlhan 




rim 








riman 




rin 


rignjan w. 


regn N. 


rlnan + 


reganon W. 


regan N. 


ris 


reisan 


risa 


risan 


risan 


risan 


260 rip 


raupjan w, 




ripan 


roufan w. 




rist' 2 


wits N. 


rista 


wrltan II. 


rtzan 11. 


■wrltan II. 


sig 




siga 


sigan 


sigan 


sigan 


sih 




sja w. 


seon 


sihan 




sik 






slcan 






265 sip 




slda + 




seid N. 




skib 








schiben mhg. 




skid 




siltS N. 


SCtdii. 


schiten MHG. 




skin 


skeinan 


skina 


scinan 


skinan 


skinan 


skit 




sklta 


schiten ME. 


schizan 




270 skip 


skaidan v. 


skitS N. 


scadan V. 


schiden mhg. 


skeSan V. 


skri 








skrian 




skrib 






scrifan 


scriban 


skriban 


skrid 




skrida 


scridan 


scritan 


skridan 


skrit 


skreitan 






schranz N. 


skritan 


275 slid 13 


sleidan 


sltfSrar N. 


slidan 


sllten MHG. 




slik 




slinka Ic. Swed. slincan Ic. 


slihhan 




slip 




slipa W. Icel. 


slipan 


sllfan 




slit 




slita 


slitan 


slizan 


slitan 


smit 


smeitan 


smita w. 


smitan 


smlzan 




280 snik 




(snikinn) 


snican 


snahhan W. 




snip 


sneipan 


snida 


snldan 


snidan 


snidan 


sniv 14 




sniva 


sniwen ME. 


sniwan 




spiv 


speiwan 


spyja V. 


spiwan 


spiwan 


spiwan 


sprit 15 




spretta Ic. 


Split NE. W. 


sprizen mg. 




285 stig 


steigan 


stiga 


stigan 


stigan 


stigan 


strid 




strvSa w. 


strlden ME. 


stritan 


strid N. 


strik 


striks N. 


strinka III. 


strican 


strichan 




svib 


sveiban 


svifa + 


swifan 


sweibon W. 




svig 








swigen MHG. + swigon w. 


290 svik 


svikns A. 


svlkja 


swlcan 


swlhhan 


swikan 


svin 






swintan Ic. 


swinan 




svip 16 


sveipains 


svipa 




swafen mhg. 


swipan ? 


svip" 




svida + 


swdSul N. 


sivedan la. 




tih 


teihan 


if a w. 


teon 


zihan 


tihan 


295 pih 


peihan 


JjrViW. 


peon 


dihan 


pihan 


prib 




prifa 


^rdfjan w. 






prih 


preihan 


pryflgzw Ic. 


\ringan Ic. 


drihe MHG. N. 


pringan Ic 


pvit 




Ipveita W. 


pwitan 






vig 


veihan 


CTJf N. 


wigan 


wihan 


iwgN. 


300 vik 




vlkja 


wican 


wlhhan 


wikan 


vip 


veipan 




■wtpjan w. 


wifan 




vis 








wisan 




vit 


veitan 


veit pret.-p. 


witan 


wizan 


witan 
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Stem. 


G. 


ON. 


OE. 


OHG. 


OS. 


vlit 


vlits N. 


Hta 


wlitan 


litze MHG. N. 


wliti N. 


305 vrih 






wreon 


rihan 




vrit 


vrits N. 


rita 


writan 


rlzan 


writan 


vri]> 




rlj?a 


wridan 
III. 


riden MHG. 


wre&jan W. 


bud 


biudan 


bjoda 


beodan 


biotan 


biodan 


bug 


biugan 


bjuga 


bugan 


biogan 




310 but 




bauta + v. 


biatan v. 


biuzen MHG. 




blu 


bliggvan Ic. 




blowe ME. N. bliuwan 




bru 




brugginn Ic. breowan 


briuwen MHG. 




bruk 


briikjan w. 


bruka w. 


brucan 


bruhhan w. 


brukan ? 


brut 




brj5ta 


breotan 


briezen MHG. 


breton W. 


315 bru}» 






breodan 






dub 


diibd N. 


die/a N. 


dflfan 


diibo N. 


dufi N. 


dug 


daug pret.-p. duga w. 


deah 


toug 


dog 


drug 


driugan 


drygja w. 


dreogaa 


triogan 


driogan 


drup 




drjupa 


dreopan 


triufan 


driopan 


320 drus 


driusan 


dreyri N. 


dreosan 


tror MHG. N. 


driosan 


fuk 




fjuka 


fog TUTS. 






Aug 




fljuga 


fleogan 


fliogan 




fluh 


Wiuhan 


flyj'a W. 


fleon 


fliohan 


fliohan 


flut 


? flouts A. 


flj5ta 


fleotan 


fliozan 


fliotan 


325 frus 




frjosa + 


freosan 


friosan 




gup 




gaupn N. 


geopan 


gauflf. 




gus 




gjosa 








gut 


giutan 


gjota 


geotan 


giozan 


giotan 


grus 






greosan 


igruoz MHG. K 


r. gruri N. 


330 grut 


gretan V. 


grSta V. 


greotan 


grazen MHG. w. griotan ? 


huf 


hiufan 


hjufa w. 


hiofan w. 


hiufan W. 


hiovan ? 


hu}> 






heodan 






hlut 




hijota 


hleotan 


hliozan 


hliotan 


hnup 


hniupan 


hnnpla w. 


kniapan V. 






335 hnus 




hnjosa 




niusan 




hnu}> 


hnifyd N. 


hnjoda 


hnossjan W. 


hniutan 




hru 




hryggva W. 


hreowan 


hriuwan 


hreuuan 


hrus 




hrjosa 


hreosan 


? roso N. 




hrut 




hrjota 


hrutan 


ruzan? 




340 hru}> 18 




hrjoda 


(hroden) 






ku 






ceowan 


chiuwan 




kus 


kiusan 


kjosa + 


ceosan 


chiosan 


kiosan 


klub 




kljufa 


cleofan 


chlioban 


clioban 


krud 






crudan 


cruden MNG. 




345 kruk 








criochan 




krup 




krjupa 


creopan 


krufen mg. 




krust 


kriustan 






? kristen MHG. 


w. 


lub 


Hubs A. 


liufr A. 


leofan 
5 


Hub A. 


liof A. 
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fl88 3 


Stem. 


G. 


ON. 


OE. 


OHG. 


OS. 


lud 


Hudan 


fy&m. 


leodan 


liotan 


liodan 


350 lug 


liugan 


ljuga 


leogan 


liogan 


liogan 


luk 


lukan 


10ka + 


lQcan 


luhhan 


lukan 


lus 


liusan 


leysa w. 


leosan 


liosan 


liosan 


lust 


lustus N. 


ljosta 


lust N. 


lust N. 


/w/ N. 


lut 


Huts A. 


luta 


lutan 


luzen W. 




355 nut 


niutan 


njota 


neotan 


niozan 


niotan 


rub 


raubbn W. 


rjufa 


re of an 


roubon W. 


rovon w. 


rud 


rauds A 


rjoda 


reodan 


rot A 


rod K. 


ruk 




rjuka 


reocan 


riohhan 


? riokan 


rut 




rjota 


reotan 


riozan 


rP/OB w. 


360 sug 19 




suga 


sugan 


sugan 




suk 


siukan 


sjiikr N. 


seoc A. 


siuchen W. 


SU&tN. 


sup 




supa 


supan 


sufan 




sup 


? stufys N. 


sjoda 


seodan 


siodan 




skub 


skiuban 




scufan 


scioban 




365 skut 


skauts N. 


skjota 


sceotan 


skiozan 


skiotan 


slup 


sliupan 


sleppa Ic. 


sleopan 


sliofan 




slut 




sluta Swed. 


sliozan 




smug 




smjuga 


smugan 


smiegen mhg. 




smuk 






smeocan 






370 snu 


snivan la. 


snua V. 


sneowan 






spuft 20 






speoftan 






sprut 




spretta Ic. 


(sproten) 


spriozen mhg. 




stub 


stub/us N. 






stiuban 




stup 




stupa 


stupjan w. 


f stupfn 


stuypen O. 


375 strud 






strudan 


strutjan w. 


[Dutch. 


struk 


stri&sN.Ste: 


[I. strjuka 


strican 11. 


strthhan 11. 




svuh 






sweon 






tuh 


tiuhan 


(toginn) 


teon 


ziohan 


tiohan 


put 


\uthaum N 


. )>jota 


futan 


diozan 




380 ]>rut 


Jjriutan 


prjota 


freotan 

IV. 


driozan 




a g 


agpret-p. 


ip'K. 


egan w. 


<r» N - 




ak 




aka 


acan 






al 


alan 


ala 


alan 


alt k 




an 


anan 


onds. 


anda N. 


anado N. 


ando n. 


385 bak 




baka W. 


bacan 


bachan 




dab 


daban 


dafna w. 


(dafen) 






dav 


divan la. 


deyja 


dia& N. 


ttrwjan W. 


<tfj?«tt w. 


drab 


draban 




drefan W. 


truobjan w. 


drbbjan W. 


drag 


dragan 


draga 


dragan 


tragan 


dragan 


39° f ar 


faran 


fara 


faran 


faran 


faran 


flah 




fla 


flean 


flan mng. 




fraf 


frapjan 


./Jvctr A. 


frdd A. 


frbt K. 


frdd K. 


gal 


goljan w. 


gala 


galan 


galan 
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Stem. 



ON. 



OE. 



OHG. 



OS. 



gav 




geyja 








395 grab 


graban 


grafa 


grafan 


graban 


graban 


gnag 




gnaga 


gnagan 


nagan 


nagal N. 


hab 


hafjan 


hefja 


hebban 


hebban 


hebbjan 


hlah 


hlahjan 


hlsja 


hliehhan 


hlahhan 


hlahan 


hlaf 


hlapan 


hlada 


hladan 


hladan 


hladan 


400 hnaf 




hnafa 








kal 


kalds A. 


kala 


caljan w. 


kalt A. 


hald A. 


klav 




kla 


cl&wn N. 


chliiwa N. 




lah 


laian V. 


aw. 


lean 


lahan 


lahan 


lap 




lepja W. 


lapian w. 


laffan 




405 mal 


malan 


mala 


miaio N. 


malan 


malan 


mat 


mot pret.-p. 


mot N. 


mot 


muoz 


mot 


raj? 


rafjan 


rada W. 


re&jan W. 


redjon w. 


redjon 


raf 21 






rafan 






sab 






sap N. 


seffan 


sebbjan 


410 sak 


sakan 


sok N. 


sacan 


sahhan 


sakan 


skab 


skaban 


skafa 


scafan 


skaban 




skak 




skaka 


scacan 




skakan 


skap 


skapjan 


skepja 


scieppan 


skaffan 


skapan 


skaji 


skapjan 


skada w. 


scieddan 


skadon W. 




415 slah 


slahan 


sla + 


slean 


slahan 


slahan 


span 




spenja W. 


spanan 


spanan 


spanan 


stand 


standan 


stand a 


standan 


Stan tan 


standan 


stap 






steppan 


step/an w. 


steppan 


svar 


svaran 


sverja 


swerjan 


swerjan 


swerjan 


420 tak 


tekan v. 


taka 


tacan 






fvah 


pvahan 


Jrva. 


fwean 


dwahan 


fwahan 


vad 




vada 


wadan 


watan 




vah 








wahan 




vahs 


vahsjan 


vaxa 


w^axan 


wahsan 


wahsan 


425 vak 


vakan 


vaka w. 


wacan 


•wachen W. 


wakon w. 


vask 




vaska W. 


wascan 


waskan 


waskan 



V.a. 



al)> 


alfan 


elda-sk w. 


laid K. 


alt A. 


aid A. 


ar 


arjan ? 


erja w. 


erian W. 


erran 




bann 




banna w. 


bannan 


bannan 


ban If. 


430 bland 


blandan 


blanda 


blandan 


blantan 


blandan 


fanh 


lahan 


fa 


fon 


fahan 


fahan 


fall 




falla 


feallan 


fallan 


fallan 


falj> 


faljjan 


falda 


fealdan 


faltan 




gang 


gaggan + 


ganga 


gangan 


gangan 


gangan 


435 hanh 


hahan 


hanga 4- 


hon 


hahan 


(hangen) 


hald 


haldan 


halda 


healdan 


haltan 


haldan 


hals 


hals N. ■ 


hdlsa w. 


heals N. 


halsen 4- mhg 


. helsjan W. 


prang 


Jraggan 


pranga w. 




pfrengen MHG. 


w. 
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Stem, 
salt 
440 skald 
spald 
spann 
staid 
vald 22 

445 valk 
vail 
valt 



G. 

saltan 



staldan 
valdan 

vulan lb. 
valtjan w. 



ON. 

salta w. 



spilda N. speld 



N. 

spanna w. 

valda + 
vdlka w. 
vella Ic. 
velta w. 



OE. 
seal tan 

Split NE. W. 

spannan 
stealdan 
wealdan 
weal can 
weallan 
wealtan + 



OHG. 
saltan 
skaltan 
spaltan 
spannan 
-stalt A. 
waltan 
walkan 
wallan 
walzan 



OS. 
salt N. 
skaldan 1 

spanan IV. 

waldan 

wallan 



V.b. 



bag 




bagja w. 




bagan + 


? bagan 


bias 2 * 


blesan 


blasa 


blSsen ME. 


blasan 




450 brad 




brdi N. 


brSda N. 


bratan 




drad 






dr£dan 


tratan 


dradan 


grat 23 


gretan 


grata 


gr£tan 


grazen mhg. w 


. gratan 


lat 23 


letan 


lata 


lsetan 


lazan 


latan 


rad 23 


redan 


rada 


rSdan 


ratan 


radan 


455 sl5 P 


slepan 


sleppa Ic 


slSpan 


slafan 


slapan 


tak 23 


tekan 


taka iv. 


tacan IV. 






vat 


vaian v. 




ivawan v. 


wazan 


watan 


bla 




blSr N. 


blawan 


blahan + 




kna 




knega la. 


cnawan 


knaian w. 


knegan w 


460 kra 






crawan 


kraian w. 




la 23 


laian 


law. 


lean IV. 


lahan IV. 


laian IV. 


ma 




ma~vf. 


mawan 


mahan w. 




sa 23 


saian 


sa 22 + 


sawan 


saian w. 


sahan + 


]>ra 






Jrawan 


drsen + mhg. 




465 wa 28 


vaian 


? vei ! 


wawan 


vidian w. 





V. c. 



blot 


blotan 


biota + 


blotan 


blozan -+■ 




flok 


flokan 






fluohhan + 


flokan 


hrop 


iropjan W. 


irdpa w. 


hropan 


hruofan + 


hropan 


hv5s 






hwosan 






470 hvop 


hvopan 




hw5pan 






knod 






cnodan 






svog 


svbgjan w. 




swogan 


swegn. 


swogan w. 


vop 


vopjan w. 


cepa W. 


wepan 


wuofan + 


wopan 


bio 






blowan 


bluoian W. 


bloan w. 


475 fl ° 


flodus N. 


jffoaw. 


flowan 


Jluot N. 


JlodTSi. 


glo 




s loa W. 


glowan 


gluoian W. 




gro 22 




groa + 


growan 


gruoian W. 




hl5 




hloa? 


hlowan 


ilojan W. 




ro 22 




roa ■+■ 


rowan 


riiejen w. MHG 




480 spo 






spowan 


spuohan w. 


Spoil*. 
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V. d. 



Stem. 


G. 


ON. 


OE. 


OHG. 


OS. 


aik 


aikan 






eihhon W. 




aisk 


cf. aistan w. 


, cf. vsta W. 


dscian W. 


eischen mhg. 


£s£$« w. 


frais 


fraisan 


fraista w. 


fr&sjan w. 


freisen w. mhg 




hait 


haitan 


heita 


hatan 


heizan 


hetan 


485 hvais 24 




hvasa W. 


hwSsan 






laik 


laikan 


leika 


lacan 


leichen + mhg 




mait 


maitan 


meita w. 


mite N. 


meizan 




naip 24 


ganipnan W 




napan 






skaid 


skaidan 


skei& N. 


scadan 


skeidan 


skedan 


490 svaif 


sveiban II. 


svifa 4- 11. 


swafan 


sweibon W. 




svaip 


sveipains N. 


sveipa + 


swapan 


sweifan 


swepan 


tais 






tUsan w. 


zeisan 




flaih 


flaihan 




V. e. 


flehjan W. 




aud 




(audinn) 


(eaden) 


-Sfs. 


(odan) 


495 auk 


aukan 


auka 


(eacen) 


ouhhon W. 


(okan) 


aus 




ausa 








baut 




bauta -f- 


beatan 


bozan 




braut 




brjota III. 


breatan 


briezen iii.mhg. breton W. 


daug 






deagan 


tougal A. 




500 hauf 


hiufan III. 


hjufa w. 


heafan 


hiufan w. 


hiirvan ? 


hlaup 


hlaupan 


hlaupa 


hleapan 


loufan 


hlopan 


hnaup 


hniupan III. 


hnupla W. 


hneapan 






skraud 




siruS N. 


screadjan w. 


skrotan 




spraut 




spretta Ic. 


spreatan 


spriozen III. mhg. 


505 staut 


stautan 


stuttr A. 




stozan 


stotan 


bau' 23 


bauan -f" 


bua 


buan + 


bomoen w.mhg 


. bouan W. 


hau 


havi N. 


hoggva 


heawan 


houwan 


(hauwan) 


nau 22 


b-nauan 


nua + 


rieod N. 


nuan 


niod N. 


sau 




soa + 




? sona N. 




510 snau 22 


snivan la. 


snua 


snetrwan III. 






spau 


speivan 11. 


spyja + 


spiwan 11. 


spiwan 11. 


spiwan II. 



NOTES TO THE LIST. 

1. brak. The West Germanic dialects have participles according to lb., but 
Frisian has la. 

2. fragn. The « is only in the present in eg., but it makes its way occasion- 
ally into other forms in OE., and always in OS. The stem/rag is an offshoot of 
this stem. 

3. fvar. Fick, 3. 142, separates the wg. word from the EG. given here, and 
compares to the WG. ON. yvara N. 

4. ball. on. bella = hit, hurt ; WG. bellan = to bell, with which compare ON. 
belja and bolt; yet the meanings of the strong verbs can be reconciled, and they 
are from one stem. 
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5. brang. The pret. and part, are always weak in Gothic, and often in wg. 

6. klang. oe. dingan = to contract ; ohg. chlingan = to ring ; yet they are 
from the same wg. stem. 

7. smalt = malt. The two stems exist side by side in Germanic ; outside 
of Germanic we find only maid ; yet the related stem og. smart, Indo-European 
smard, proves the s to be old. See Fick, 3. 236, 357 ; 1. 836, 721. 

8. glid. on. gladr = ohg. glat is from an og. stem glad, which appears as 
gland in HG. dialectic glandern, and with the absorbed nasal in glid. 

9. hrin. The on. hrina means " squeal " j wg. means " touch." 

10. ih. In ohg. and OS. the singular is not found. The infinitive is ohg. 
eigan, OS. egan. 

11. ki and kin may be identical, and the « originally part of the present stem, 
as in fragu la. The G. verb occurs only in the participle kijans. 

12. rist for vrist = vrit-t. So Scherer, Deutsche Sprache, 247. If this is so, 
the words from the older dialects are related to rist, else there are no words 
connected with it. 

13. slid. This is shown to be Gothic by the Old French eslider. See Dietz, 
Worterbuch, 575. See also Schade, Wb. 825. 

14. sniv. The me. is strong, rarely weak. The oe. is weak and rare. 

15. split, and also sprit, is borrowed into HG. from lg., whence also English 
split. The stem is from sprant, Ic. 

16. svip. The strong verb is found in on. only in preterit; in mhg. only 
in present and preterit, os. has only forswep, which may be from sweipan V. 
All these forms are derived from a verb of class V., stem svaip. See Schade, 
Wb., 914. 

17. svip. On the relations of this stem to svap la. and sup III., see Schade, 
Wb., 906, and Johannes Schmidt's Vocalismus 1 . 58. 

18. hruf. on. hrjo&a = " strip, disable, vomit forth," Vigfusson, Diet. 286 ; 
on. hro\inn, oe. hroden are participial adjectives, corresponding in form to the 
verb, but meaning " dressed, painted, adorned." It is difficult to reconcile these 
meanings. 

19. sug. The on. has sjuga and siiga, the oe. siican and sugan. 

20. spuft. This stem is doubtful, owing to the double consonant. I find the 
word in Sievers's Anglo-Saxon Grammar given as Northumbrian. 

21. raf. The oe. verb occurs only in Genesis 2078 berofan, which may be 
miswritten for rufon, preterit plural of reofan III., but this word corresponds 
with Latin rapio. Cf. Schmidt's Vocalismus II. 292, 465. 

22. vald la. has in on. a strong present and preterit and a weak preterit and 
participle ; gro, ro of Vc. have in on. weak preterits but strong participles. The 
same is also true in on. of sd Vb. and nau, snau Ve. See Wimmer, Grammar, 

§156- 

23. The stems bias, grdt, /at, rdd have e in the present and with reduplica- 
tion in the past in Gothic. They therefore, and also Id, sd, wd, show both ablaut 
and reduplication. In other dialects they are regular members of class V. Like 
these in Gothic is tekan, stem tak ; but here the other dialects have the stem 
tak IV. 

24. hvais, naip. Hwasan is given by Sievers in his Grammar, p. 137, without 
citation ; ndpan is placed here because otgeneop, Exodus 475; but the form may 
be a mistake for gendp from riipan II. 
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25. bau. The preterit is weak in G., OE. 

26. kid, knid. OE. cidan occurs in present in Aelfric's Homilies 1. 96, II. 158, 
and in Waldere. It may be identical with the weak cidan. Sievers gives it as 
strong, Grammar, p. 130; criidan is found in Sievers, but Leo and Grein have 
not the word. I know no passage in which it occurs. 



Section II. — Analysis of the Table. 

There are in all 511 stems. Of these, 54 belong to la., 16 to lb., 
135 to la, making 205 with a 1 as root-vowel. Class II. has 102 
stems; here the Indo-European vowel was at. Class III. has 73 
stems ; the root-vowel is au. Class IV., containing the verbs with a 2 , 
has 46 stems. Class V. has 85 originally reduplicating verbs. 

The following table shows the distribution of the verbs among the 
dialects according to classes : — 





I. a. 


I.b. 


I.e. 


II. 


III. 


IV. 


V. 


Total, 


G. 


27 


8 


36 


27 


21 


25 


36 


180 


ON. 


3° 


6 


59 


43 


39 


27 


31 


235 


OE. 


32 


11 


81 


64 


57 


32 


60 


337 


O. and MHG. 


40 


IS 


99 


72 


45 


27 


46 


344 


OS. 


21 


8 


37 


35 


24 


21 


28 


174 


All Dialects 


54 


16 


135 


102 


73 


46 


85 


5" 



The next step in the investigation is to consider the relation of the 
dialects to one another, so that we may see how far each follows in 
the beaten track, how far it opens a path of its own, and whether a 
group of dialects can be distinguished from the others in any important 
particulars. I shall give first a list of those verbs which I have found 
in all the five dialects ; then those found in four ; then those found in 
East Germanic and West Germanic, though only in three or two dia- 
lects ; then those found in West Germanic in three or two languages ; 
and, finally, those which occur in one dialect only. 

Common to all dialects are the stems: I. a. at, bad, gab, gat, 
kvad, lag, las, mag, sahv, sat, vas, vrak (12). I.b. bar, kvam, nam, 
skal, stal (5). I. c. band, barg, brann, drank, falh, fand, gald, halp, 
hvarb, kann, rann, sangv, sankv, svalt, svarb, barb, vand, vann, varp, 
varb (20). II. bid, bit, drib, grip, hnigv, ih, lib, ris, skin, snip, stig, 
vit (12). III. bud, gut, kus, lug, luk, nut, tuh (7). IV. drag, far, 
grab, hab, hlah, hlab, skap, slah, stand, svar, bvah, vahs (12). V.a. 
bland, fanh, gang, hanh, hald, vald; b. lat, radj d. hait; e. hlaup 
(10). Total, 78 stems. 

The following 65 stems occur in four dialects : — 
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G. on. oe. ohg. I. a. fat, mat, rak, trad, vag. I. c. spann, stankv. 
III. bug, prut. IV. skab. V. a. fald ; b. bias ; c. blot ; d. laik : 
e. bau. Total, 15. 

g. on. oe. os. I. a. man, fragn. V. b. grat, sa; e. auk. Total, 5. 

G. on. ohg. os. IV. mal. Total, 1. 

G. oe. ohg. os. I. a. brak, nas ; I. c. brang, dars, gann. II. lib, 
lihv, spiv, tih, pih. III. dug, drug, fluh, lud, lus. IV. sak, mat. 
V.b. slap; d. skaid. Total, 19. 

on. oe. ohg. os. I.e. balg, bragd, brast, spam, sprang, svall, 
prangv. II. blik, hrin, klib, sig, skrip, slit, svik, vik, vrit. III. drup, 
flut, hlut, klub, ruk, skut. V. a. fall; d. svaip; e. hau. Total, 25. 

Of the following, 77 stems occur in three, 97 in two, dialects. Of 
these, 74 are confined to the wg. 

g. on. oe. I. c. stang. II. svib. IV. al. Total, 3. 

G. on. ohg. V. e. nau. Total, 1. 

g. oe. ohg. I. a. nah ; I. b. tar ; I. c. lann, prask. II. slid, smit, 
vig. III. skub, slup. V. a. salt. Total, 10. 

g. oe. os. III. drus. Total, 1. 

G. ohg. os. V. c. fiok ; e. staut. Total, 2. 

on. oe. ohg. ' I. a. drap, fah, vab ; I. b. skar ; I. c. ann, ball, gall, 
sard, slangv, svalg, svamm, vrang. II. drit, mig, rid, rif (hrif), skit, 
sniv, vrip . III. brut, Aug, frus, hrut, krup, rut, sug, sup, sup , smug, 
put. IV. flah, gal, gnag, vad. V. e. baut. Total, 35. 

on. oe. os. IV. skak. V.e. aup. Total, 2. 

on. ohg. os. II. svip. Total, 1. 

G. oe. IV. dab, skap, vak. V. a. staid ; b. va ; c. hvop. Total, 6. 

G. ohg. I. a. vad ; I. b. tam ; I. c. sland, pans. II. vip. V. a. 
ar; d. mait. Total, 7. 

g. os. II. skrit. III. huf. Total, 2. 

on. oe. I. a. svab, pag ; I. c. hrand, slank. II. gin, hnit, hvin, 
snik, vlit. III. hrus, hrup, lut, rub, rud. IV. ak, tak. V. c. gro, 
hlo, ro. Total, 19. 

on. ohg. I. a. strap, lak ; I. c. kramp, skall, sprant, skramp, vail. 
III. hnus, hnup, slut. Total, 10. 

on. os. I. a. trag. III. stup. Total, 2. 

oe. ohg. os. I. a. plag, sprak ; I. b. dval, hal, kval ; I.e. dalb, 
darb, starb, svang. II. glid, gnid, kin, mip, skrib. III. hru. IV. 
lah, span, vask. V. a. vail; b. drad; c. hrop, vop. Total, 22. 

oe. ohg. I. a. knad ; I. b. pvar ; I. c. faht, galp, gramm, grand, 
hlamm, hramp, karb, klamb, klang, krimm, lamp, malk, salk, sann, 
skrank, malt (smalt), smart, svand, prand. II. flit, sih, slip, strid, 
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strik, vrih. III. bru, ku, krad, sprat. IV. bak. V. a. bann, spann, 
valk, valt ; b. bla, ]>ra. Total, 38. 

oe. os. I. c. svark. II. hlid. III. bruk, grut. IV. stap. To- 
tal, 5. 

ohg. os. I. a. jah, stak; I.e. fvang, varr. II. glit. IV. sab. 
V. a. skalt; b. bag, vat. Total, 9. 

The following 193 are confined to one dialect : — 

G. I. a. hlifan, nipan, divan, snivan ; I. b. vulan ; I. c. bliggvan, 
gairdan, hinpan, trimpan, fairsan, vilvan. II. deigan, kijan, leisan, 
freihan. III. hniupan, kriustan, siukan. IV. og, anan, draban, frap- 
jan, raf jan. V. alpan, praggan, tekan ; laian, aikan, fraisan, \ laihan. 
Total, 30. 

on. I. a. freta, kna, (slokinn) ; I. c. bryggja, detta, gnesta, gnella, 
hnyggja, hrokkva, klokkva, skjalfa, slippa, smella, snerta, tyggja, 
pverra, velta. II. fisa, (hnifinn,) kllpa, kvlpa, rista, sifa, svipa, prifa. 
III. fjuka, gjosa, Ijosta, strjuka. IV. deyja, geyja, hnafa, kala, kla. 
V. ausa, spyja, soa, snua. Total, 38. 

oe. I. a. fricgan, screpan ; I. c. b^orcan, georran, hweorran, crin- 
gan, cwincan, murnan, stregdan, swincan, teldan, tingan, findan, }>in- 
gan. II. dwlnan, grisan, cldan, cnldan, cwinan, nlpan, rinan, ripan, 
sican, fwitan. III. breodan, dufan, geopan, greosan, heoctan, leofan, 
smeocan, sneowan, speoftan, strudan, sweon. IV. rafan. V. cnawan, 
crawan, mawan; hwosan, cnodan, swogan, blowan, flowan, glowan, 
spowan ; hwaesan, napan, swafan ; breatan, deagan, heafan, hneapan, 
spreatan. Total, 54. 

ohg. I. a. fnehan, jesan, jetan, scehan, swehhan, swedan, rehhan ; 
I. b. breman, sweran ; I. c. flehtan, hellan, hinkan, hrespan, cherran, 
quellan, Ungan, leskan, smidan, skeltan, skerran, scrintan, snerhan, 
snerfan, winkan. II. grinan, Hpan, rihhan, riman, scrian, slihhan, 
swlnan, wisan. III. bliuwan, kriochan, stiuban. IV. leffan, wahan. 
V. spaltan, bratan, zeisan, skrotan. Total, 41. 

mhg. I. a. regen, schrecken ; I. b. tremen ; I. c. brimmen, glim- 
men, grinnen, klimpfen, cnellen, schinden, sterzen, trinnen, dehsen, 
dimpfen. II. (brisen), (briten), tichen, (gliffen,) glien, krigen, 
(lichen,) llmen, nlden, schlben, schlten, schlden, splizen, swlgen. III. 
biuzen. V. halsen, eischen. Total, 30. Total of ohg. and mhg., 71. 

Note. The following 18 verbs have been added to oe. since me. 
times : From the French, afiven -\- me..,/ men -\- me., prove -(- ne., 
striven -\- me. ne. ; from Norse weak verbs are dingen me. ne. w., 
flingen me. ne. ; from a Norse strong verb is thriven me. ne. ; from oe. 
weak verbs are dig ne., ringen me. -(-, ne. s., rot ne. -(-, saw ne. +, 



74 B. W. Wells, [1883. 

show -|- ne., spit -\- ne., stick ne., strow -+- ne., wear ne. ; from oe. 
nouns are stave -\- ne., string- ne. None of these are to be considered 
as original. They are formed according to very obvious analogies, and 
are often sporadic in their appearance. 

If we examine the lists just given, we shall find that the G. has 103 
verbs in common with the on; 137 in common with the oe. ; 133 
with ohg. ; and 108 with os. Further, the on. has 182 in common 
with oe. ; 166 with ohg. ; and 114 with os. The oe. has 242 verbs 
in common with ohg., and 157 with os. The ohg., finally, has 157 
in common with os. It will thus be seen that oe. stands in closer 
relations to every other Germanic dialect than any others among them- 
selves, except ohg. and os., where the correspondence is equal. It 
may at first surprise us to find oe. so much more closely related to on. 
than the G., but if we compare the number of verbs in each case with 
the number of coincidences we shall find that the per cent of coinci- 
dences between g. and on. is 57, while that between oe. and on. is 54. 
The closest relation between any two dialects exists between oe. and 
ohg., which share more than 70 per cent together. 

These lists suggest many other subjects for comment ; but I will 
pass immediately to the third division of my subject. 

Section III. — The Growth of Ablaut. 

When we consider the scanty material which the early period of any 
language affords, it is obvious that many words must have existed that 
have not come down to us. The absence of a verb from a dialect is 
therefore no proof that it did not exist, and we must depend on 
other evidence to show whether verbs can be traced back to the 
common og. source. If we examine the list given above, we find 243 
verbs common to East and West Germanic, 74 verbs confined to West 
Germanic, and 194 to a single dialect. The question I propose to 
essay is, How many of these latter 268 are to be attributed to the og. ; 
how many are original to wg. or to the single dialects? 

Wherever the Indo-European languages show strong verbs corre- 
sponding to the Germanic there can be no hesitation in pronouncing 
the latter to be old ; but this is rarely the case. When the European 
derivatives of the root show ablaut-vowels, the chances are in favor of 
the age of the verb. So, too, when the East Germanic contains deriv- 
atives with ablaut of a West Germanic verb, and vice versa ; yet in 
some cases the verb is the derivative of a noun, even when other dia- 
lects show ablaut. We have to consider the age of the manuscript in 
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which the verb appears, and also whether it may not have been formed 
by analogy. Space fails here to enter into all these details with every 
verb. I have limited myself to indicating as briefly as possible the 
nature and degree of evidence of age. This I have also pointed out 
even when I have classed the verb as new. Where I have given no 
reference I know of no more evidence of age than the related forms 
given in the main list ; if there are no forms given there and no refer- 
ence here, the verb is isolated. The references are to the third edition 
of Fick's Worterbuch (Fick), to Schade's Altdeutsches Worterbuch, 
second edition (Schade), and to Johannes Schmidt's Vocalismus 
(Schmidt, Voc). 

The following 59 verbs may with more or less certainty be pro- 
nounced og. : — 

I. a. knad oe. ohg. Cf. Dan. knede, on. knoda ; O. Prus. gnode, 
O. Slav, gneta. 

sprak oe. ohg. os. Ablaut derivatives in Lithuanian and Sansk. 
See Schade, Wb. 856 ; Fick, Wb. 3. 355. 

stak ohg. os. Ablaut deriv. in g. on. and Slavic ; Schade, 868. 

MafG. Abl. der. in Grk. Lat. Stem is Slavic. Fick, 1. 541. 

skrap oe. on. ohg. ; Lith. Lat. Grk. Schade, 780. 

fnah OHG. Cf. Trvtiv, Trvorj, wev/xa. 

jas ohg. Grk. Skr. Fick, 1. 183. 

skah ohg. Cf. ohg. schiht, and Slavic. Schade, 785. 

trak ohg. Low G. Fris. Slavic. Schade, 952. 
I. b. dval oe. ohg. os. Cf. g. dvals, on. dvol ; Lat. Grk. Fick, 1. 

640. 

hal oe. ohg. os. Cf. G. ; Slav. Grk. Lat. Schade, 384. 

kval oe. ohg. os. Cf. on. ; Slavic. Schade, 693. 
I. c. dalb oe. ohg. os. No eg. ablaut, but Slavic. Schade, 925. 

malk oe. ohg. Cf. g. on. ; Slavic, Lat. Fick, 1. 174, 720. 

sanp oe. ohg. Cf. a on.; Lat. Slavic. Fick, 3. 318; Schade, 
765. 

smalt oe. ohg. Cf. g. on. ; Grk. Sansk. Fick, 1. 175 ; Schade, 
587. 

smart me. ohg. Cf. Swed. ; Lith. Lat. Sansk. Schade, 833. 

starb oe. ohg. os. Cf. on. Lith. ; but note the altered meaning. 
Schade, 869; Fick, 3. 347. 

svangv oe. ohg. os. Cf. g. on. ; Lith. Schade, 916 ; Fick, 2. 
S°S- 

pva?ig ohg. os. Cf. on. Slavic. Fick, 3. 142. 

vars ohg. os. Cf. g. on. ; Lat. Slav. Fick, 3. 295. 
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gard G. Cf. ohg. on. oe. ; Lith. Fick, 3. 102. Grk. Lat. 

Fick, 1. 580. 
harity g. Cf. oe. ohg. Fick, 1. 545 ; Schade, 401. 
]>ars g. Cf. on. oe. ohg. ; Sansk. Lat. Grk. Fick, 1. 600. 
skalfotx. Cf. oe. scielfan, scealfor, scylfor. Leo, as. Glos. 247. 
\ang oe. Cf. on. Jrangr, and \ih II. Schmidt, Voc. 1.52. 
flaht ohg. Cf. Lat. Grk. Slavic. Fick, 1. 681 ; 3. 193. 
hank ohg. Cf. on. skakkr, Sansk. khanj. Fick, 1. 804. 
karr ohg. Lith. Lat. Schade, 483 ; Fick, 1. 565. 
nan]> ohg. Cf. na\ I. a. Fick, 3. 160 ; Schade, 651. 
skrand org. Cf. skrit II. Schmidt, Voc. I. 172 ; Fick, 3. 339. 
vank ohg. Cf. Lith. Schade, 11 62. 
\ahs mhg. Cf. Sansk. Lat. Grk. Lith. Fick, 1. 86; 3. 128. 

II. g/it ohg. os. Derivatives in g. on. oe. ohg. Schade, 337, and 

Schmidt, Voc. 1. 57. 
kin oe. ohg. os. See Note 11. 
mi\. oe. ohg. os. Cf. G. ; Lith. Grk. Lat. Sansk. Schade, 607 ; 

Fick, 1. 176. 
sih oe. ohg. Cf. the stems sig and sik. Schmidt, Voc. 1. 63. 
slip oe. ohg. Cf. on. ; Lett. Grk. Schmidt, Voc. 1. 162 ; Fick, 

2. 504. 
dig g. Cf. on. oe. ohg ; Grk. Lat. Sansk. Fick, 1. 118 ; 3. 147. 
lis g. Cf. on. and wg. ; also Slavic and Lat. Schade, 543. 
)>rifoit. Cf. oe. prafjan, and Schmidt, Voc. 1. 53. 
hnip on. Cf. oe. hnipian, hnapian. 
rili one Cf. Lith. Grk. Sansk. Schade, 714; Fick, 1. 195; 

3- 2 53- 

III. bru oe. ohg. Cf. on. Grk. Lat. Fick, 1. 696. 

hru oe. ohg. os. Cf. on. ; Grk. Irish, Zend. Fick, 1. 539. 

ku oe. ohg. Cf. Slavic. Fick, 2. 351. 

suk g. Cf. oe. ohg. on. Schade, 770. 

struk on. Cf. ohg. ; Slavic, Grk. Schmidt, Voc. 1. 161. 

smuk oe. Cf. Low G. Lith. Grk. Schade, 832 ; Fick, 1. 835. 

stiu oe. Cf. G. snivan I. a., and on. snua V. Schade, 839 ; Fick, 

1. 829; 3. 351. 
blu ohg. Cf. G. bliggvan I. a., and Schmidt, Voc. 1. 108 ; Fick, 

1. 703. 

IV. bak oe. ohg. Cf. Grk. Fick, 1. 678. 
agG. Cf. Fick, 3. 12; 1. 9. 

drab g. Cf. oe. ohg. ; Lith. Schmidt, Voc. 2. 22 ; Schade, 925 ; 
Leo, Angels. -Glos. 49. 
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fra\ G. Cf. oe. ohg. Fick, 3. 190 ; 1. 149 ; and osa.frad. 

kalos. Cf. oe. ohg. G. ; and Slavic, Lat. Fick, 3. 44. 

vak ohg. Cf. Sansk. Latin, Grk. Schade, 1075 > Fick, 1. 204. 
V. la g. Cf. O. Icel. la w. Sansk. Grk. Lat. Fick, 1. 187, 747. 

kna oe. Cf. on. ohg.; Sansk. Lat. Grk. Fick, 1. 68, 559. 
The total number of og. verbs in each class is therefore, I. a. 40, 
Lb. n, I.c. 73, II. 55, III. 52, IV. 33, V. 38; in all 302. The 
additions are, to La. 9, Lb. 3, I.c. 21, II. 10, III. 8, IV. 6, V. 2 ; 
in all 59. 

The following verbs are certainly or probably peculiar to wg. : — 
La. jah, plag (from Lat. pluare, Schade, Wb. 678); Lb. pvar; 
I.c. darb, faht (Fick, 1. 658), galp, grand, gramm, hlamm, hramp 
(Fick, 1. 523), karb (Fick, 1. 574), klamb, klang, kramm (Fick, 
2. 352), lamp (Schade, 559), salk, skrank, svand, svark, frand. II. 
flit, glid (Schmidt, Voc. 1. 58), gnid, hlid (Schmidt, Voc. 2. 251), 
skrib (from Lat. scribere), strid, strik (Schade, 879 ; Schmidt, Voc. 
1. 54), vrih. III. bruk (Fick, 1. 703), grut (see V. b.), krud, sprut 
(see V. and I.e.; Schade, 858). IV. lah, sab (from Latin sapd), 
span (Fick, 1. 829, shows Grk. forms according to I. a.), stap (Fick, 
1. 821 ; Scmidt, Voc. 1. 128, 155 ; I. E. stems stab La. and stamb 
I.e.), vask. V. bann, skald, spann, valk, vail (see Lb. and I.e.), 
valt (see I.e.), drad, vat (Schade, 1105 f.), bla, fra, hrop (originally 
weak), vop, svog. 

The number of wg. verbs in each class is therefore, I. a. 2, I. b. 1, 
I. c. 17, II. 8, III. 4, IV. 5, V. 13 ; in all 50. 

The following verbs seem peculiar to the separate dialects : — 

I. a. g. divan (see IV.), nij>an, snivan (see III.) ; on. freta, knega 
(analogy of ma), (slokinn) ; oe. fricgan (from fragn) ; ohg. jetan, 
swedan (Schade, 906), swehhan; mhg. regen, schrecken. 

Lb. G. vulan (Fick, 1. 772); ohg. breman (from bremo ; see 
Fick, 1. 702), sweran (Fick, 1. 257) ; mhg. treman. 

Lc. g. bliggvan (see III.), trimpan, vilvan (eg.) ; on. (brugginn) 
see III., detta (Fick, 3. 144), gnesta, gnella, hnoggva (Fick, 3. 81), 
hrokkva, klokkva, sleppa (cf. ohg. slimm), smella, snerta (Fick, 3. 350), 
tyggva, fverra (see Lb.), velta (see V.) ; oe. beorcan (Fick, 3. 206), 
georran, hweorran, cringan, cwincan, murnan (w. in eg., and usually 
in wg.), stregdan (analogy of bragd), swincan, teldan (Fick, 3. 120), 
tingan (Fick, 3. 116), findan (Fick, 1. 88); ohg. hellan, hrespan, 
quellan (Schade, 694), lingan (Schade, 560; Fick, 1. 190), leskan, 
(usually weak), skeltan, skerran (see I. b.), snerhan, snerfan (Schade, 
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839) ; mhg. brimmen (see I. b.), glimmen (from glimen mhg.), grinnen 
(from grinen mhg.), klimpfen, knellen, schinden (usually weak), sterz- 
en (usually weak), trinnen, dimpfen (from dampf, but cf. Schmidt, 
Voc. 1. 157). 

II. G. kijan (see Note 11), freihan (yet see Schmidt, Voc. 1. 53) ; 
on. fisa (Fick, 1. 833; 3. 186), klipa (originally weak), kvlcta (origi- 
nally weak), rista (or vfistd), slj>a (from seictr = Lith. saitas = mhg. 
seid), svicta (Schmidt, Voc. 1. 58); oe. dwlnan, grisan (see III.), 
cidan, cnidan, cwlnan (from cwanian, which is og.), nlpan (Schmidt, 
Voc. 1. 59), rinan (for rignan w.), ripan (for riepan w.), sican, pwitan ; 
ohg. grinan, hlifan, riman (for hrinan), scrian (Fick, 1. 812), slihhan 
(Schmidt, Voc. 1. 54), swinan, wlsan (Fick, 1. 220, 786) ; mhg. (bri- 
sen, from brise n.), (briden), (gliffen, from weak gliffeti), tichen, 
gllen, krigen, lichen (from ohg. lichen w.), limen (from Urn n.), niden 
(from«M?N.), schiben (from schiben weak), schiten (from schltN.), 
schiden (from scheiden V. and schldon w.), spllten (also sprlten and 
sprlzen, Schmidt, Voc. 1. 58), swlgen (originally weak). 

III. G. hniupan (cf. ON. and oe. ; Schade, 409 ; Fick, 1. 807), 
kriustan ; on. fjuka, gjosa, ljosta ; oe. breoctan, dufan, geopan (Schade, 
344), greosan, heoctan, leofan (from leaf and lufit), speoftan, strudan, 
sweon; ohg. criochan (cf. creopan oe.), stiuban; mhg. biuzen 
(see V). 

IV. g. anan (Fick, 1. 12), rafjan (from ra\jo); on. deyja (see 
I. a. G. divan original ablaut III. Fick, 1. 119 ; Schade, 948), geyja, 
hnafa (Fick, 1. 807), kla (from kid n.) ; oe. rafan (yet cf. Schmidt, 
Voc. 2. 292, 465) ; ohg. Man (Fick, 1. 751). 

V. g. alfan (from al\>s), praggan (from Slavic, Schade, 685), tak 
(see IV.), aikan (Schmidt, Voc. 2. 474), fraisan, flaihan (Schade, 
204) ; on. ausa, spyja (see II.), soa, snua (see I. a. and III.) ; oe. 
crawan, mawan, hwosan (Fick, 3. 94 ; 1. 555), cnodan, blowan (Fick, 
1. 703), flowan (Fick, 1. 665), glowan (Fick, 1. 578), hlowan (Fick, 
1. 529), spiwan (Fick, 1. 829), hw5esan, napan (see II.), swafan (see 
II.), breatan (see III.), deagan, heafan (see III.), hneapan (see III.), 
spreatan (see III.); ohg. spaltan (Schade, 846), bagan (originally 
weak), bratan (Fick, 3. 216), zeisan, skrotan (Fick, 1. 818; 2. 491 ; 
3- 339) > MHG< halsen (ohg. is weak), eischen (ohg. is weak). 

The number of isolated verbs in each class is therefore, I. a. 12, 
Lb. 4, I. c. 45, II. 39, III. 17, IV. 8, V. 34 ; in all 159. 

This examination of these 268 verbs shows us that 59 can be proved 
to be og., while 50 are wg., and 159 remain confined to a single 
dialect. A more detailed study of these would show that in most in- 
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stances they are differentiated forms of already existing stems, or are 
formed by analogy from nouns or weak verbs. There remains a small 
number which the existing material does not allow us to explain, though 
we cannot doubt their origin was the same as that of the great major- 
ity. Here I take leave of this subject, having shown that fully two 
fifths of the Germanic strong verbs have no claim to be regarded as 
the common heritage of the race, and that the ablaut in Germanic is 
a living force, not, as in the classical languages, a survival whose use 
and meaning is forgotten. 



